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NBPS Middle School Scope and Sequence 

Grade 6- World Geography 

Sixth graders study the world outside the United States and North America and 

systematically learn geography around the world continent by continent, similar 

to the way in which atlases are organized.  The students address standards that 

embed five major concepts: location, place, human interaction with the 

environment, movement, and regions.   

Grade 7- Ancient Civilizations 

The curriculum for grade 7 is designed to provide students with an in-depth 

understanding of the major events, people, and movements that have shaped 

ancient history commencing with the year 3000 B.C. and culminating with the 

significant events and people associated with the decline of the Roman Empire in 

550 A.D.  Incorporated with the study of ancient history will be a study of world 

geography as it affected the development of ancient civilizations.  This instruction 

will be accomplished with the utilization of critical thinking skills, research with 

primary source documents, and the use of project-based learning.  

Grade 8- Introduction to United States History 

The objective of the curriculum for grade 8 is to provide students with an in-depth 

understanding of the major events, people, and movements that have shaped 

American history beginning with the Age of Exploration and continuing with a 

study of the seventeenth century colonial settlements, the American Revolution 

and the Constitutional Era.  Emphasis in the course will be placed on the 

development of critical thinking skills, research with primary sources, and the 

utilization of project-based learning.  Relevant United States geography wi9ll be 

correlated with the historical events that have encompassed the period from the 

Age of Exploration through the Constitutional Era.  This course will provide the 

students with the necessary foundation to be successful with the study of history 

at the high school level.   
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Grade 6- Units of Study 

Unit Title Time Frame 
1 Map Skills: South America 8 weeks 

2 Five Themes of Geography: Europe and Africa 10-12 weeks 

4 Civics, Government, and Economics: Asia 8-10 weeks 

 

 

Grade 7- Units of Study 
Unit Title Time Frame 

1 Human Origins in Africa through the Neolithic Age Sept (3-4 weeks) 
2 Mesopotamia Oct- Nov (8 weeks) 

3 Phoenicia and Israel Dec (3 weeks) 
4 Egypt: An ancient river civilization Jan-Feb (8 weeks) 

5 Ancient Greece March-April (8weeks) 

6 Ancient Rome May-June  (8weeks) 

 

 

Grade 8- Units of Study 
Unit Title Time Frame 

1 Age of Exploration and Colonization Sept- Nov (8-10 weeks) 
2 The Birth of a Nation: The American Revolution Dec-March (8-10 weeks) 

3 Constitutional Era April-June(8-10 weeks) 
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Overarching Essential Questions:  

Along with essential questions connected to content units of study, overarching 

skill-based and content related essential questions help vertically align our 

current middle school curriculum. These skills are not taught in isolation, but are 

embedded in the content.  Many of these skills might be taught and reinforced 

multiple times within a unit, and throughout the year.   

 

Skill-Based Topics:  Essential Questions:  
Researching: Gathering 
and evaluating sources 

 What do I need to know and how do I find it using 
credible and reliable sources? 

Synthesis: drawing 
informed conclusions to 
create new understanding 

 What inferences, conclusions, decisions, and/or 
predictions can I make based on the information 
that I have? 

Evaluating, Analyzing and 
Using Evidence: 

 How do I use evidence that I found (to build and 
support a claim)? 

Social Studies Content:  Essential Questions: 

Civics  What makes a good citizen? 

 What are basic freedoms and rights all citizens 
should have? 

Government and Politics  How are rules/laws/decisions made and why are 
they important?  

  How do different political systems develop and 
how do they impact society?  

Geography  How does where you live affect how you live?  

 Why do people, goods or ideas move?  

  How does geography affect growth and 
development of societies/communities?  

 How do humans impact the physical and political 
world? 

Culture   What happens when cultures interact? 
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Social Studies Vocabulary- The following is a list of essential vocabulary, 

additional vocabulary instruction should occur based on grade level, student 

need, and text dependency. 

 AD 

 BC 

 BCE 

 CE 

 century 

 civilization 

 climate 

 continent 

 country 

 culture 

 custom 

 delta 

 desert 

 drought 

 economy 

 era 

 erosion 

 ethnic group 
 

 geography 

 glacier 

 government 

 human resource 

 hurricane 

 island 

 isthmus 

 linguistic group 

 location 

 monsoon 

 mountain 

 nation 

 natural resource 

 ocean 

 peninsula 

 physical features 

 plain  

 plateau 
 

 politics 

 rain forest 

 region 

 religious group 

 resources 

 river 

 settlement 

 society 

 trade 

 tropics 

 tundra 

 urbanization 

 wind currents 
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Unit or Topic: Unit 1 

Map Skills:  
Introduction to Geography 

South America 

Students will explore the geography and 
demographics of South American countries by 
applying the use of map and globe skills to the 
continent of South America.  Students will be 
introduced to various types of maps, parts of a map, 
absolute and relative location, and geographic terms.  
These skills will build a foundation for the school 
year and allow for extension in grades seven and 
eight. 

Course/Subject: Social Studies 

Grade Level: 6 

Time Frame: 8 weeks 

 

Established Goals:  

MA History Curriculum Framework:  

South America 

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Falkland Islands (U.K.), French Guiana 

(Fr.), Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, Venezuela  

SAM.1 On a map of the world, locate South America and the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. On a 

map of South America, locate the Amazon, the Andes Mountains, Cape Horn, and the southern, 

northern, eastern, and western regions of South America. (G)  

SAM.2 Use a map key to locate the countries and major cities of South America. (G, E)  

SAM.3 Explain how the following five factors have influenced settlement and the economies of 

major South American countries.  

A. absolute and relative locations  

B. climate  

C. major physical characteristics  

D. major natural resources  

E. population size  

SAM.4 Identify when South American countries became independent nations and explain how 

independence was achieved. (H, G).  

 

Optional Topics for Study  

❚ Describe the general level of education in selected South American countries and its 
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relationship to the economy. (G, H, E)  

❚ Describe the political and social status of women in selected countries in South America. (G, 

H, E)  

❚ Describe major ethnic and religious groups in selected countries in South America. (G, H, E)  

❚ Describe the major obstacles to economic development in many South American nations, 

including the political influence of the military, corrupt government, the lack of widespread 

education, and the absence of stable governments. (G, H, C, E) 

 

Grade 6: Concepts and Skills 
HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Use map and globe skills learned in prekindergarten to grade five to interpret different kinds 

of projections, as well as topographic, landform, political, population, and climate maps. (G)  

2. Use geographic terms correctly, such as delta, glacier, location, settlement, region, natural 

resource, human resource, mountain, hill, plain, plateau, river, island, isthmus, peninsula, 

erosion, climate, drought, monsoon, hurricane, ocean and wind currents, tropics, rain forest, 

tundra, desert, continent, region, country, nation, and urbanization. (G)  

3. Interpret geographic information from a graph or chart and construct a graph or chart that 

conveys geographic information (e.g., about rainfall, temperature, or population size data). (G)  

4. Explain the difference between absolute and relative location and give examples of different 

ways to indicate relative location for countries or cities across the world. (G)  

5. Identify how current world atlases are organized and the kind of information they provide for 

each continent and country. (G)  

6. Identify what time zones are, when and how the precise measurement of longitude was 

scientifically and historically determined, the function and location of the international date line, 

and the function of the Royal Observatory in Greenwich, England, and give examples of 

differences in time in countries in different parts of the world. (G)  
7. Use the following demographic terms correctly: ethnic group, religious group, and linguistic group. (G) 

 

CCSS Reading for Literacy in History/Social Studies:  

RH.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.  

RH.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions  

RH.3: Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., 

how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).  

RH.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies.  

RH.5: Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).  
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RH.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).  
RH.7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts.  
RH.8:Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.  
RH.9: Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.  
 

CCSS Writing in History/Social Studies:  
WHST.1: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.  

a. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.  

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 
understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.  

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

d. Establish and maintain a formal style.  
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.  

WHST.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.  

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information 
into broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples.  

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas 
and concepts.  

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone.  
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented.  

WHST.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
WHST.5:With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose 
and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 
relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently.  
WHST.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple 
avenues of exploration.  
WHST.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  
WHST.9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
WHST.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
*Note: Students’ narrative skills continue to grow in these grades. The standards require that students be able to 

incorporate narrative elements effectively into arguments and informative/explanatory texts. In history/social studies, 
students must be able to incorporate narrative accounts into their analyses of individuals or events of historical 

import. –Pg. 78 Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for English Language Arts and Literacy, March 
2011 
 

Resources: 

Holt McDougal, World Geography 

Introduction to Geography 
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Geography and Map Skills Handbook: H1-H13 

Chapter 1, Section 1- Studying Geography: pgs. 4-9 

Chapter 1, Section 2- Geography Themes (Emphasis in Unit 2): pgs. 10-14  
Chapter 1, Section 3- The Branches of Geography: pgs. 16-20 

Chapter 3, Section 1- Weather and Climate: pgs. 50-54 

Chapter 3, Section 2- World Climate: pgs. 55-61 

Chapter 3, Section 4- Natural Resources: pgs. 68-72 

Chapter 4, Section 1- Culture: pgs. 80-85 

Chapter 4, Section 2- Population: pgs. 86-90 
Using Latitude and Longitude: pg. 226 

 

South America 

Political Map: pgs. 109 

Facts about Countries: pgs. 112-115 

Chapter 9- Caribbean South American: pgs. 210-211 

Chapter 9- Caribbean South America, Section 1- Physical Geography: pgs. 212-215 
Venezuela’s Major Resources: pg. 233 
Chapter 10- Atlantic South America: pgs. 230-231 
Chapter 10- Atlantic South America, Section 1-Physical Geography: pgs. 232-235 
Chapter 10- Atlantic South America, Section 2- Brazil: pgs. 236-241 
Argentina’s Population: pg. 244 
Paraguay and Uruguay-Map Skills-pg. 246 
Chapter 11- Pacific South America: pgs. 252-253 
Chapter 11, Section 1- Physical Geography: pgs. 254-259 

 
Supplemental Resources:  
 Chapter 1 Resources from Holt McDougal: Skill development Activity: Chapter 1 Resources 

from Holt McDougal: The Importance of Geography 

 Chapter 1 Resources from Holt McDougal: Skill development Activity: Chapter 1 Resources 
from Holt McDougal: Geography for Life: Spatial Perspective Activity 

 Various supplemental Resources from Chapters 9-11. hmhsocialstudies.com 
 

 
Online Resources:  
 
Link to resources listed in lesson sequence: 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8amFDr6vptQaUgtTjU0WkQyVWs 
 
hmhsocialstudies.com - online resource connected to text- contains an abundance of 
useful supplemental materials 
 
http://www.pbs.org/journeyintoamazonia/teacher_raw.html 
 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/index.html 
 

http://raftassignments.wikispaces.com/ 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8amFDr6vptQaUgtTjU0WkQyVWs
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/index.html
http://raftassignments.wikispaces.com/


10 
 

https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/ 
 
Introductory Lesson: Mapmaker, Mapmaker, Make me a Map! 
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/1999/01/15/mapmaker-mapmaker-make-me-a-map/ 
 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/09/g68/cartographyguidestudent.
pdf 
 
www.YouTube.com- There are a multitude of short videos on youtube that explain 
mapping skills, latitude and longitude, etc… 
 
 
 

 

 

Students will understand that… 

Content: 

 

U1. Geography skills provide the tools that help us 

understand physical features and demographics.  

U2. Physical systems influence the economy of 

South America. 

U3. Data isn’t just about facts but tells us the story. 

 

Reading and Writing: 

 A text’s features, structure, and characteristics 
facilitate the reader’s ability to make meaning 
of the text.  

 Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, and 
make connections to make text relevant and 
useful.  

 Good writers develop and refine their ideas for 
thinking, learning, and communicating  

 A writer selects a form based on audience and 
purpose.  

 Oral discussion helps to build connections to 
others and create opportunities for learning.  

Essential Questions to Guide 

Learning & Inquiry 

 

How does geography help us 

understand our world? 

  

How does where you live affect how you 

live?  

 

How do the climate, location, population, 

major physical features and natural 

resources influence settlement, 

demographics, and the economy in 

South American countries? 

 

What story does the data tell us? 

Students will know… Students will be able to … 

https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/1999/01/15/mapmaker-mapmaker-make-me-a-map/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/09/g68/cartographyguidestudent.pdf
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/09/g68/cartographyguidestudent.pdf
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 How to apply map skills to the countries of South 
America 
 

 How to analyze a chart or graph and pull out key 
information 

 

 

 Key content-specific vocabulary related to 
geography and South America 
 

 How to determine a central theme or idea from 
piece of informational text 

 

 
 

 
Content 

Students will demonstrate 

understanding of various parts of a map 

and types of maps through application 

of map skills. 

Students will analyze various maps to 

identify absolute and relative locations. 

Students will read and analyze various 

charts and graphs. 

Students will interpret charts and 

transfer information into graphs. 

Students will locate major countries, 

capitals and land features on the map of 

South America. 

Students will demonstrate knowledge 

and understanding of South America’s 

cultural and physical features through a 

final assessment. 

Literacy 
Read closely first with support and then 
independently for a specific purpose 
related to the task.   
 
Cite explicit and inferential textual 
evidence to support conclusions in 
discussion and in writing. 
 
Determine the main idea of a text, and 
identify aspects of the text that reveal 
the author’s point of view or purpose.   
 
Analyze and interpret various types of 
maps, charts, and graphs. 
 
Explain and apply content-specific 
vocabulary. 
 
Assess the credibility and accuracy of 
sources. 
 
Use technology as a tool to research, 
organize, evaluate, and communicate 
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information. 
 
Take notes and write, using quotes and 
paraphrasing, avoiding plagiarism and 
providing bibliographic information.   
 
Raise, consider, discuss, read and write 
about key questions regarding world 
geography and globalization. 
 
Make judgments and decisions based 
on historical situations. 
 
Speak coherently and effectively 
present information to a large group 
 
Synthesize knowledge of South 
American geography and demographics 
to reflect on learning by creating a 
finished product that is representative of 
personalization of information 

 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks 

 

 Task #1: Students will create their own map 
using a blank map of South America. Students 
may choose between Political, Physical, Land 
Use, or Resource map.  Maps must have all 
correct map parts as well as specific map type 
information to demonstrate understanding of 
maps.  Students may individualize map, for 
example country/capital names, names of rivers 
etc. 

 Task 2: Research a country and complete one 
of the following projects:  All projects must 
contain information on the following topics: 
Physical Landscape, Natural Resources, 
Demographics, Culture, and Economy. 
RAFT- Travel Brochure, letter, website etc. 

demonstrating understanding of the country’s 

physical and cultural features. 

http://raftassignments.wikispaces.com/ 

Bag project- Write a report and create fact 

cards demonstrating understanding of country’s 

physical and cultural features.  (see project 

directions in Google drive folder) 

Other Assessment Evidence 

 
 On-going interactive notebook: (See 

attached template) Entries will 
include sections for each continent 
documenting countries, cities, bodies 
of water, landforms, key vocabulary, 
physical and political maps, and 
graphic organizers to note-take 
information. 

 Students’ contributions and 
demonstration of understanding 
during discussions. 

 Two-Column notes/T-chart used for 
note taking, primary source analysis, 
pre-writing activities. 

 Written responses to text-dependent 
questions. 

 Optional quizzes for vocabulary or 
comprehension.  

 Independent analysis of maps, 
charts, and graphs. 
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 Task 3: Argument Essay: Analyze multiple 
sources (articles and videos) to construct an 
argument essay on the 2016 Olympic Games 
held in Brazil, or another current event topic 
related to South America.  

Prompt: You have read articles and watched videos 

that both support and oppose the Olympic Games 

being held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Using the texts and videos write an essay arguing 

whether the Olympic Games should or should not 

have been held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  Be sure to 

use evidence from both the articles and videos to 

support your response. 

 

Key Criteria for Performance Assessment 

 Written answers should include evidence from 
the text to support student answers.   

 Writing rubrics should be used to assess the 
learning on all performance tasks  
 

 

Key Criteria for Other Assessments 

 Logical and comprehensible idea 
development 

 Textual evidence from the text used 
appropriately and accurately  

 Use of standard English conventions 
in writing and speaking 

 Proficient use of content-specific 
vocabulary and map skills 
 

Possible Accommodations – Performance task 

 

Scaffold learning tasks for struggling students by 

dividing parts of the assessment into smaller work 

tasks.  

 

Provide graphic organizers to assist with writing 

tasks and student checklists to self-monitor. 

 

 

Possible Accommodations – other 

assessments 

Provide audio and visual access to 

support text comprehension for 

struggling learners. 

 

Provide an outline or summary of the 

text. 

Differentiate close reading by reducing 

the number of paragraphs and 

practicing ongoing assessment of 

student progress to inform decisions 

about the students that need additional 

support.  
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Anchor Charts for student reference 

Apply RETELL strategies for ELL 

students 

Provide direct instruction of vocabulary: 

 Provide a description, 
explanation, or example of the 
new term. 

 Ask students to restate the 
description, explanation, or 
example in their own words. 

 Ask students to construct a 
picture, pictograph, or symbolic 
representation of the term. 

 Engage students periodically in 
activities that help them add to 
their knowledge of the terms 
through students discourse and 
written work. 

 Periodically ask students to 
discuss the terms with one 
another. 

Learning Plan 

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction          

In general: 

 Close reading (supported and then independent) with text-dependent questions to use with 
individuals and groups 

 Discussion in various modes (turn and talk, small group, think/pair/share, whole group, 
jigsaw) 

 Text-Dependent Questions  

 Direct Instruction in analysis of primary and secondary sources 

 Direct instruction in key vocabulary 

 Direct instruction in writing  
 

** Lessons are organized into topics and are meant to extend over the course of several 

days. 

 

Lesson 1: Exploration of Topic and Essential Questions (The unit should be “bookended” by 

an essential question exploration session, meaning that you begin exploring the essential 

questions and end the unit by looking at them again and reexamine them as a class and in 

collaborative groups.  Throughout the unit, teachers should refer back to essential questions 
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and encourage students to consider them throughout the unit.) 

 Students can examine questions through collaborative groups, think-pair-share activities, 
journal writing or other such collaborative activities that help students engage in academic 
discourse.   

 Introductory Lesson: Mapmaker, Mapmaker, Make me a Map! 
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/1999/01/15/mapmaker-mapmaker-make-me-a-map/ 

 Skill development Activity: Chapter 1 Resources from Holt McDougal: The Importance of 
Geography 

 

Introduction to Geography 

Lesson 2: Parts of a Map 

Students will explore the different parts of a map.  They will learn the purpose of each part as 

well as how to analyze maps using parts.   

 Students will examine and define key terms of map parts (compass rose, map scale, title, 
legend, locator map) see page H6/H7 

 Direct Vocabulary Instruction: As this is your first lesson on key terms, model for students 
how you expect them to organize their vocabulary for the year.  (Ex: interactive notebooks, 
Frayer model, word boxes, etc…) 

 Building Background Knowledge: Students will complete map parts packet); last page can 
be used as formative assessment. This can be pasted into an interactive notebook as a 
source of reference.   

 Using map on page H6, make a copy of the map (or use any other map you choose) to 
assess map parts.   

 See National Geographic- Mapmaking guide for additional sources.   
 

Lesson 3: Types of Maps 

Students will explore the different types of maps. 

 Students will  examine and define key terms for types of maps ( political, physical, land use 
and resource, climate, population, contour and geologic)- see attached and page H8/H9 

 Students will analyze various maps.  See PowerPoint Link- 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EQnKo-Gbm-
lpp1Y8dzClfc8y1I0c0PguQCLeEy7gmoQ/edit?usp=sharing, pgs. H8/H9, Atlas in back 

 Students will take map assessment (see PowerPoint).  Students will identify the map and 
pull specific evidence from the map to support the identification. 

 Chapter 1 Resources from Holt McDougal: Skill development Activity: Chapter 1 
Resources from Holt McDougal: Geography for Life: Spatial Perspective Activity 

 Task #1: Students will create their own maps using a blank map of South America. 
Students may choose between Political, Physical or Land Use and Resource map.  
Maps must have all correct map parts as well as specific map type information to 
demonstrate understanding of maps.  Students may individualize map, for example 
country/capital names, names of rivers etc. 

 

http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/1999/01/15/mapmaker-mapmaker-make-me-a-map/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EQnKo-Gbm-lpp1Y8dzClfc8y1I0c0PguQCLeEy7gmoQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EQnKo-Gbm-lpp1Y8dzClfc8y1I0c0PguQCLeEy7gmoQ/edit?usp=sharing
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Lesson 4: Hemispheres and Relative Location 

Students will explore the different hemispheres of the Earth. 

 Students will examine and define key terms through reading and map analysis (Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Eastern Hemisphere and Western Hemisphere). 
See page H3 and 12 

 Students and/or teacher will demonstrate hemispheres through drawings, apple slicing 
or Styrofoam ball slicing. 

 Students will practice hemispheres by using a world map.  Practice through finding a 
country and identifying which hemisphere it is located in.  See R38/R9 

 Hemisphere formative assessment using world map in back and specifically chosen 
countries. 

 

Lesson 5:  Absolute Location: Latitude and Longitude 

Students will learn and apply knowledge of Latitude and Longitude to map reading. 

 Students will examine and define key terms (absolute location, grid, latitude, parallels, 
equator, longitude, meridians, prime meridian, degrees) pg.H2 

 Students will identify various latitude and longitude points. See attachment and activity 
on page 226. 

 Students will practice finding absolute location of specific places, teacher directed or pre 
chosen.  First begin with either latitude or longitude separately; once mastered find 
absolute location using both latitude and longitude.  Maps in back; 226  
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/dailylp/dailylp/pdfs/dailylp130-download.pdf ; 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/activity/latlong2/ ; 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/activity/latlong/ ; 

 

Lesson 6: Charts and Graphs 

Students will examine various types of charts and graphs. 

 Students will examine and define key terms (line graph, table, circle graph, elevation 
profile, climate graph, bar graph) Holt McDougal pgs: 74, 206, 259, 328, 425, 625 

 Students will practice working with various graphs/charts. See above pages 

 Possible formative assessments: 251, 271 

 Students will create their own graph using the chart on page 223.  They must decide 
which graph is best to use for the chart, and how to organize it.  All parts of the graph 
must be included. 

 

Lesson 7: South America  

Students will explore South America’s countries and capitals, physical features and landforms. 

 Students will apply map skills by labeling all countries and capitals, and bodies of water 
on a blank map of South America map. Use- Pg 109 

 Students will read, annotate, and complete two column notes or another graphic 

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/dailylp/dailylp/pdfs/dailylp130-download.pdf
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/activity/latlong2/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/activity/latlong/
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organizer that identifies the different regions of South America focusing on the physical 
features, wildlife, climates and resources.  

o Caribbean South America: Chapter 9 section 1, 212 -214 
o Atlantic South America: Chapter 10 section 1, 232 and 233 
o Pacific South America: Chapter 11 section 1, 254 and 255 

 Students will read the map for each region and draw and label physical features of that 
region on the South America map (see above).  

 Review Latitude and Longitude- Chapter 14-Skill Development Activity Social Studies 
Skills   

Lesson 8: Various Topics related to South American culture, history, government, and the 

economy. 

 Students will read, annotate, and take two-column notes or use graphic organizers to 
organize their information.   
Suggested Topics:  

 Skill Development Activities: History of the Amazon 

 Venezuela’s Major Resources: pg. 233 
 Chapter 10- Atlantic South America, Section 2- Brazil: pgs. 236-241 
 Argentina’s Population: pg. 244 
 Paraguay and Uruguay-Map Skills-pg. 246 
 Critical Thinking Activities: The Demography of Pacific South America 
 Critical Thinking Activities: A Forest At Risk 
 Chapter 11, Section 2, History and Culture- pg. 260-263 

 
Lesson 9: Informational Text Articles w/ argument writing task- Teachers may choose a topic 

related to current events in South America- see below for a sample. 

 Students will read 2 articles and complete annotations (either 2 column notes or 
margin/chunking notes) on the Olympic Games in Brazil. 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/magazines/junior/pdfs/JUNIOR-040411-
BRAZIL.pdf ; see attachment 

 The Olympics will be concluded by the 2016-2017 school year.  Teachers may find 
additional articles related to the execution of the Olympics in Brazil to tie to the other 
reading sources.   

 Students will annotate each article using Keys to Literacy method; for the argument, for 
example P=pro and C=con.  (see attached essay prompt) 

 Students will take notes (T-chart, 2 column notes) on two videos, one supporting and the 
other opposing the argument.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0qwYmdomOk (supporting); 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQOuq7v6KDs (opposing)  

 Students will complete an argument essay on the Olympic Games in Brazil. The writing 
process should include a chance for peer editing, writing conferences, and self- 
evaluation.   

 
Lesson 10: Performance Task 

 Students will become experts on one particular country in South America through 2 
possible projects.  Choose between the Bag Project or a RAFT project.  (see 
performance task # 2 and Google drive link for project directions) 

 Students will complete a pair/share with a student who completed their project on a 
different country.  Using a Venn diagram, they will compare and contrast their countries 
on the following topics: Physical Landscape, Natural Resources, Demographics, Culture, 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/magazines/junior/pdfs/JUNIOR-040411-BRAZIL.pdf
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/magazines/junior/pdfs/JUNIOR-040411-BRAZIL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0qwYmdomOk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQOuq7v6KDs
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and Economy.   

 Revisit Essential Questions to connect task performance to overall goals for unit.   
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Unit or Topic: Unit 2 

Five Themes of Geography:  

Europe and Africa 

Students will learn about and apply the five 

themes of geography to the continents of 

Europe and Africa.  Additional topics of 

study will focus on drought, desertification, 

and deforestation.   

Course/Subject: Social Studies 

Grade Level: 6 

Time Frame: 10-12 weeks 

 

Established Goals:  

MA History Curriculum Framework:  
EUROPE  
Albania, Andorra, Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Channel 
Islands (U.K.), Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, 
Gibraltar (U.K.), Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Monaco, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom, Vatican City, Yugoslavia  
 
E.1 On a map of the world, locate the continent of Europe. On a map of Europe, locate 
the Atlantic Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Norwegian Sea, and Barents Sea. Locate the Volga, 
Danube, Ural, Rhine, Elbe, Seine, Po, and Thames Rivers. Locate the Alps, Pyrenees, 
and Balkan Mountains. Locate the countries in the northern, southern, central, eastern, 
and western regions of Europe.  
 
E.2 Use a map key to locate countries and major cities in Europe. (G)  
 
E.3 Explain how the following five factors have influenced settlement and the economies 
of major European countries (G, E)  
A. absolute and relative locations  
B. climate  
C. major physical characteristics  
D. major natural resources  
E. population size 
 
Optional Topics for Study  

❚ Describe the general level of education in selected countries in Europe and its 

relationship to the economy. (G, H, E) 

 ❚ Describe the political and social status of women in selected countries in Europe. (G, 

H, E)  

❚ Describe major ethnic and religious groups in various countries in Europe. (G, H, E) 

❚ Explain why Europe has a highly developed network of highways, waterways, 

railroads, and airline linkages. (G, H, E)  

❚ Describe the purposes and achievements of the European Union. (H, E)  

❚ Identify the countries that were once part of the Soviet Union in the Baltic area, 

Central Asia, Southern Russia, and the Caucasus, and compare the population and size 
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of the former Soviet Union with that of present day Russia. (H, G)  

❚ Explain the sources and effects of the massive pollution of air, water, and land in the 

former satellite nations of Eastern Europe, in the countries once part of the Soviet Union, 
and in Russia. (H, G) 
 
AFRICA  
Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, 
Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mayotte (Fr.), Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, 
Nigeria, Reunion (Fr.), Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra 
Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, 
Western Sahara, Zambia, Zimbabwe  
A.1 On a map of the world, locate the continent of Africa, the Atlantic Ocean, the Indian 
Ocean, the Mediterranean Sea, and the Great Rift Valley. On a map of Africa, locate the 
northern, eastern, western, central, and southern regions of Africa, the Sahara Desert, 
the Nile River, Lake Victoria, Mount Kilimanjaro, and the Cape of Good Hope. (G) 
 
 A.2 Use a map key to locate countries and major cities in Africa. (G, E)  
 
A.3 Explain how the following five factors have influenced settlement and the economies 
of major African regions and countries. (G, E)  
A. absolute and relative locations  
B. climate  
C. major physical characteristics  
D. major natural resources  
E. population size  
 
A.4 Identify the locations and time periods of the sub-Saharan empires of Ghana, Mali, 
and Songhay. (H, G)  
 
A.5 Identify when modern African countries became independent nations and explain 
how independence was achieved. (H, G)  
 
Optional Topics for Study  

❚ Describe the general level of education in selected countries in Africa and its 

relationship to the economy. (G, H, E)  

❚ Describe the political and social status of women in selected countries in Africa. (G, 

H, E)  

❚ Describe major ethnic and religious groups in various countries in Africa. (G, H, E)  

❚ Explain how drought and desertification affect parts of Africa. (G, E)  

❚ Explain how the physical features of Africa south of the Sahara have affected 

transportation and communication networks. (G, E)  

❚ Describe the major obstacles to economic development in many African nations, 

including linguistic, tribal, and religious diversity; corrupt government; the lack of 
widespread education; and the political boundaries established in the 19th century by 
European nations and the legacy of their rule. (G, H, C, E)  

❚ Identify the locations and time periods of the sub-Saharan empires of Ghana, Mali, 

and Songhay. (H, G) 
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Grade 6: Concepts and Skills 
HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Use map and globe skills learned in prekindergarten to grade five to interpret different 

kinds of projections, as well as topographic, landform, political, population, and climate 

maps. (G)  

2. Use geographic terms correctly, such as delta, glacier, location, settlement, region, 

natural resource, human resource, mountain, hill, plain, plateau, river, island, isthmus, 

peninsula, erosion, climate, drought, monsoon, hurricane, ocean and wind currents, 

tropics, rain forest, tundra, desert, continent, region, country, nation, and urbanization. 

(G)  

3. Interpret geographic information from a graph or chart and construct a graph or chart 

that conveys geographic information (e.g., about rainfall, temperature, or population size 

data). (G)  

4. Explain the difference between absolute and relative location and give examples of 

different ways to indicate relative location for countries or cities across the world. (G)  

5. Identify how current world atlases are organized and the kind of information they 

provide for each continent and country. (G)  

6. Identify what time zones are, when and how the precise measurement of longitude was 

scientifically and historically determined, the function and location of the international 

date line, and the function of the Royal Observatory in Greenwich, England, and give 

examples of differences in time in countries in different parts of the world. (G)  
7. Use the following demographic terms correctly: ethnic group, religious group, and linguistic 

group. (G) 

 

CCSS Reading for Literacy in History/Social Studies:  

RH.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.  

RH.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions  

RH.3: Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social 

studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).  

RH.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.  

RH.5: Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, 
causally).  
RH.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., 
loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).  
RH.7:Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) 
with other information in print and digital texts.  
RH.8:Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.  
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RH.9: Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same 
topic.  
 

CCSS Writing in History/Social Studies:  
WHST.1: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.  

f. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.  

g. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.  

h. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

i. Establish and maintain a formal style.  
j. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented.  

WHST.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.  

g. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 
information into broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension.  

h. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples.  

i. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts.  

j. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
k. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone.  
l. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 

or explanation presented.  

WHST.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
WHST.5:With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how 
well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 
relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently.  
WHST.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that 
allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  
WHST.9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
WHST.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 
and audiences.  
*Note: Students’ narrative skills continue to grow in these grades. The standards require that students be 

able to incorporate narrative elements effectively into arguments and informative/explanatory texts. In 
history/social studies, students must be able to incorporate narrative accounts into their analyses of 

individuals or events of historical import. –Pg. 78 Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for English 
Language Arts and Literacy, March 2011 
 

Resources: 

Europe:  

Chapter 1, Section 2: Geography Themes and Essential Elements- Pg. 10-14 
Unit 2 Writing Workshop: Describing a Place- pg. 272-(Lesson for 5 themes) 
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Unit 3 Regional Atlas: Europe and Russia- pg. 274-283 
The European Union- pg.320 
Analyzing a Circle Graph- pg. 328 
Interpreting a Population Map- pg. 387 
Chapter 12: Southern Europe: Physical Geography- pg.284-289 
Chapter 12- Regions/Cultural History 

 Greece- pg. 291 

 Italy- pg. 296 

 Spain and Portugal- pg. 301 
Chapter 13: West-Central Europe: Physical Geography- pg. 308-313 

Chapter 13: Regions/Cultural History 

 France and the Benelux Countries- pg. 314 

 Germany and the Alpine Countries- pg. 322 
Chapter 14: Northern Europe: Physical Geography- pg. 332-337 

Chapter 14: Regions/Cultural History 

 The British Isles- pg. 338 

 Scandinavia- pg. 344 
Chapter 15: Eastern Europe- Physical Geography- pgs. 352-357 

Chapter 15: Regions/ Cultural History 

 Poland and the Baltic Republics- pg. 358 

 Inland Eastern Europe- pg. 362 

 The Balkan Countries- pg. 366 
Chapter 16: Russia and the Caucasus- Physical Geography- pgs. 376-381 

Chapter 16: Regions/ Cultural History 

 Russia- pg. 382 

 The Caucasus- pg. 394 
 

Africa:  

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park 

“Life and Death in Darfur: Sudan’s Refugee Crisis Continues,” Current Events, April 7, 

2006, 2. Excerpted section: “Time Trip, Sudan’s Civil War”. 

Karl Vick, “Sudanese Tribes Confront Modern War,” Washington Post Foreign Service, 

July 7, 1999, A1 (excerpts). 

Stephen Buckley, “Loss of Culturally Vital Cattle Leaves Dinka Tribe Adrift in Refugee 

Camps,” Washington Post Foreign Service, August 24, 1997, A1 (excerpts) 

 

Unit 5 Regional Atlas: Africa- pg. 482-491 
Chapter 20: North Africa- Physical Geography- 492-497 
Chapter 20: History and Culture- pg. 498 
Chapter 20: North Africa Today- pg. 505 
Chapter 21: West Africa- Physical Geography- pg. 514-519 
Chapter 21: History and Culture- pg. 520 
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Chapter 21: West Africa Today- pg. 526 
Chapter 22: East Africa- Physical Geography- pg. 536-541 
Chapter 22: History and Culture- pg. 542 
Chapter 22: East Africa Today- pg. 546 
Chapter 23: Central Africa- Physical Geography- pg. 556-561 
Chapter 23: History and Culture- pg. 564 
Chapter 23: Central Africa Today- pg. 568 
Chapter 24: Southern Africa- Physical Geography- pg. 578-583 
Chapter 24: History and Culture- pg. 584 
Chapter 24: Southern Africa Today- pg. 590 
 

 

Online Resources:  

Link to resources listed in lesson sequence: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8amFDr6vptQcFBTN3NjUzdBUDA 

 

hmhsocialstudies.com - online resource connected to text- contains an 
abundance of useful supplemental materials- see Lesson Sequence for 
suggestions 
 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/index.html 
 

http://raftassignments.wikispaces.com/ 
 
https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/ 
 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons_plans/remembering-nelson-mandela/ 
 
Unit on A Long Walk to Water: https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-7-ela-module-
1-unit-1 
 
youtube.com- various videos of five themes of geography 
 

 

Students will understand that… 
Content: 
U1. Geography skills provide the tools that 
help us understand physical features and 
demographics.  
 
U2. The five themes of geography help us 
organize our study of the world. 

Essential Questions to Guide Learning 
& Inquiry 

How does geography help us understand 
our world? 
  
How does where you live affect how you 
live?  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8amFDr6vptQcFBTN3NjUzdBUDA
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/index.html
http://raftassignments.wikispaces.com/
https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons_plans/remembering-nelson-mandela/
https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-7-ela-module-1-unit-1
https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-7-ela-module-1-unit-1
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U3. Data isn’t just about facts but tells us 
the story. 
 
U4. The cultures of European countries 
reflect their long histories. 
 
U5. The diverse regions of Africa struggle 
with war, disease, poverty, environmental 
problems and limited water sources. 
 
Reading and Writing: 

 A text’s features, structure, and 
characteristics facilitate the reader’s 
ability to make meaning of the text.  

 Good readers compare, infer, 
synthesize, and make connections to 
make text relevant and useful.  

 Good writers develop and refine their 
ideas for thinking, learning, and 
communicating  

 A writer selects a form based on 
audience and purpose.  

 Oral discussion helps to build 
connections to others and create 
opportunities for learning.  

 

How do the climate, location, population, 
major physical features and natural 
resources influence settlement, 
demographics, and the economy in 
European and African countries? 
 
What story does the data tell us? 
 
What geographic and cultural features 
characterize the many countries in 
Europe? 
How do individuals survive in challenging 
environments? 

Students will know… 

 How to apply map skills to the 
countries of Europe and Africa. 
 

 How to analyze a chart or graph and 
pull out key information 
 

 Key content-specific vocabulary related 
to Europe and Africa 
 

 How to determine a central theme or 
idea from piece of informational text 

 

Students will be able to … 

Content. 

Students will analyze various maps to 

identify absolute and relative locations. 

Students will apply the five themes of 

geography to the countries of Europe and 

Africa. 

Students will read and analyze various 

charts and graphs. 

Students will locate major countries, 

capitals and land features on the map of 

Europe and Africa. 

Students will demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of Europe and Africa’s 

cultural and physical features. 
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Literacy 
 
Read closely first with support and then 
independently for a specific purpose 
related to the task.   
 
Cite explicit and inferential textual 
evidence to support conclusions in 
discussion and in writing. 
 
Determine the main idea of a text, and 
identify aspects of the text that reveal the 
author’s point of view or purpose.   
 
Analyze and interpret various types of 
maps, charts, and graphs. 
 
Explain and apply content-specific 
vocabulary. 
 
Assess the credibility and accuracy of 
sources. 
 
Use technology as a tool to research, 
organize, evaluate, and communicate 
information. 
 
Take notes and write, using quotes and 
paraphrasing, avoiding plagiarism and 
providing bibliographic information.   
 
Raise, consider, discuss, read and write 
about key questions regarding world 
geography and globalization. 
 
Make judgments and decisions based on 
historical situations. 
 
Speak coherently and effectively present 
information to a large group 
 
Synthesize knowledge of European and 
African geography and demographics to 
reflect on learning by creating a finished 
product that is representative of 
personalization of information 
 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks Other Assessment Evidence 
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(Describe Assessment Task(s) and CFAs) 

 

 Task 1: Five Themes of Geography 
Research Project- Students will choose 
a country in Europe and extend their 
research related to the five themes of 
geography.  They will write an essay 
and create a visual representation to 
explain their research. (See Google 
Docs link for essay rubric) 

 Task 2: Reading Informational Text/ 
Argument Writing- 
Deforestation(Articles are located in 
shared Google Docs link) Prompt: You 
have read multiple sources regarding 
deforestation and the benefits and 
detriments that result from it. 

Write an essay arguing whether deforestation 

is more beneficial or detrimental to our 

future?  Support your argument with evidence 

from multiple sources. 

 Task 3: Identifying Perspective and 
Using Evidence from Informational 
Texts about the Dinka and Nuer 
Tribes: Students will complete a graphic 
organizer in which they gather and make 
inferences from textual evidence about 
the differences in perspective of the 
Dinka and the Nuer in Sudan from 
informational text. This is a reading 
assessment: the purpose is for students 
to demonstrate their ability to cite textual 
evidence that articulates perspective in 
an informational text, specifically in 
regard to how history and culture affect 
social identity. Students will then respond 
to a short constructed-response question, 
“What is one important way that place 
shapes the identity of the Dinka and/or 
Nuer tribes?” This is also a writing 
assessment: the purpose is for students 
to demonstrate their growing ability to 
use textual evidence to support analysis. 

 

 On-going interactive notebook: (See 
attached template) Entries will 
include sections for each continent 
documenting countries, cities, 
bodies of water, landforms, key 
vocabulary, physical and political 
maps, and graphic organizers to 
note-take information. 

 Students’ contributions and 
demonstration of understanding 
during discussions. 

 Two-Column notes/T-chart used for 
note taking, primary source 
analysis, pre-writing activities. 

 Written responses to text-dependent 
questions. 

 Optional quizzes for vocabulary or 
comprehension.  

 Independent analysis of maps, 
charts, and graphs. 

  

Key Criteria for Performance Assessment 

 Written answers should include evidence 
from the text to support student answers.   

 Writing and Project rubrics should be 

Key Criteria for Other Assessments 

 Logical and comprehensible idea 
development 

 Textual evidence from the text used 
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used to assess the learning on all 
performance tasks  
 

  

appropriately and accurately  

 Use of standard English 
conventions in writing and speaking 

 Proficient use of content-specific 
vocabulary and map skills 
 

Possible Accommodations – Performance 
task 
Scaffold learning tasks for struggling students 
by dividing parts of the assessment into 
smaller work tasks.  
 
Provide graphic organizers to assist with 
writing tasks and student checklists to self-
monitor. 
 
 

Possible Accommodations – other 
assessments 
Provide audio and visual access to 
support text comprehension for 
struggling learners. 
 
Provide an outline or summary of the 
text. 
 
Differentiate close reading by reducing 
the number of paragraphs and 
practicing ongoing assessment of 
student progress to inform decisions 
about the students that need additional 
support.  
 
Anchor Charts for student reference 
 
Apply RETELL strategies for ELL 
students 
 
Provide direct instruction of vocabulary: 

 Provide a description, 
explanation, or example of the 
new term. 

 Ask students to restate the 
description, explanation, or 
example in their own words. 

 Ask students to construct a 
picture, pictograph, or symbolic 
representation of the term. 

 Engage students periodically in 
activities that help them add to 
their knowledge of the terms 
through students discourse and 
written work. 

 Periodically ask students to 
discuss the terms with one 
another. 

Learning Plan 
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Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction          

(Develop a series of lessons/learning activities) 

In general: 

 Close reading (supported and then independent) with text-dependent questions to 
use with individuals and groups 

 Discussion in various modes (turn and talk, small group, think/pair/share, whole 
group, jigsaw) 

 Text-Dependent Questions  

 Direct Instruction in analysis of primary and secondary sources 

 Direct instruction in key vocabulary 

 Direct instruction in writing 
 

** Lessons are organized into topics and some lessons are meant to extend over 

the course of several days. 

 

Lesson 1: Exploration of Essential Questions (The unit should be “bookended” by an 

essential question exploration session, meaning that you begin exploring the essential 

questions and end the unit by looking at them again and reexamine them as a class and 

in collaborative groups.  Throughout the unit, teachers should refer back to essential 

questions and encourage students to consider them throughout the unit.) 

 Students can examine questions through collaborative groups, think-pair-share 
activities, journal writing or other such collaborative activities that help students 
engage in academic discourse.   

 

Lesson 2: Introduction to The Five Themes of Geography 

 Read, annotate, take notes, and use visuals related to the five themes of 
geography.  Use text or supplemental materials to build knowledge: Chapter 1, 
Section 2: Geography Themes and Essential Elements- Pg. 10-14 (5 Themes of 
Geography- Place, Location, Movement, Human-Environment Interaction and 
Region) 

 Use short video clips related to the five themes for a visual presentation. 

 Formative Assessments may include applying the five themes to New Bedford. 

 Students will need to have a reference for the five themes as they apply it to 
Europe and Africa.  It is suggested that students keep their notes in an 
interactive notebook to review throughout the unit.   
 

Lesson 3: Physical Geography of Europe 

Students will explore Europe’s countries and capitals, physical features and landforms. 

 Students will apply map skills by labeling all countries and capitals, and bodies of 



30 
 

water on a blank map of Europe. Use-Regional Atlas 

 Students will read, annotate, and complete two column notes or another graphic 
organizer that identifies the different regions of Europe focusing on the physical 
features, climates and resources.  
 Chapter 12: Southern Europe: Physical Geography- pg.284-289 
 Chapter 13: West-Central Europe: Physical Geography- pg. 308-313 
 Chapter 14: Northern Europe: Physical Geography- pg. 332-337 
 Chapter 15: Eastern Europe- Physical Geography- pgs. 352-357 
 Chapter 16: Russia and the Caucasus- Physical Geography- pgs. 376-381 
 

Lesson 4: Application of 5 Themes of Geography to Europe 

 Students will read various sections (teacher chosen) and complete two column 
notes on the section. (Choose enough sections to supply students with adequate 
information for each theme.)  

 Students will annotate the two column notes for each of the themes (P=Place, 
M=Movement, HEI= Human Environment Interaction both positive and negative, 
L=Location and R=Region). 

 Topics Include:  
Southern Europe:  

Chapter 12- Regions/Cultural History 

 Greece- pg. 291 

 Italy- pg. 296 

 Spain and Portugal- pg. 301 
West-Central Europe 

Chapter 13: Regions/Cultural History 

 France and the Benelux Countries- pg. 314 

 Germany and the Alpine Countries- pg. 322 
Northern Europe 

Chapter 14: Regions/Cultural History 

 The British Isles- pg. 338 

 Scandinavia- pg. 344 
Eastern Europe 

Chapter 15: Regions/ Cultural History 

 Poland and the Baltic Republics- pg. 358 

 Inland Eastern Europe- pg. 362 

 The Balkan Countries- pg. 366 
Russia and the Caucasus 

Chapter 16: Regions/ Cultural History 

 Russia- pg. 382 

 The Caucasus- pg. 394 
Lesson 5: Five Themes Project- Performance Task #1 

 Students will choose a country they read about in Lesson 4 and extend their 
research based on the five themes of geography. 

 They will write an essay and create a flip book or poster (visual representation) 
for each of the themes.   

 See Google Docs link for essay rubric 
 



31 
 

Lesson 6: Suggested Extension Activities Related to Europe 

 There are a multitude of supplemental online resources tied to the text. Topics 
Include:  

o Geography and History: West Central Europe- Countries in the European 
Union 

o Geography for Life: Southern Europe- The Mediterranean Sea 
o Critical Thinking: Southern Europe- Is Venice Slipping Away? 
o Critical Thinking: West-Central Europe- A Taste of France 
o Geography for Life: West- Central Europe- The EU and NATO: Past, 

present, and future 
o Primary Source: Northern Europe-“The Scream” by Edvard Munch 
o Critical Thinking: Eastern Europe- Ethnic Cleansing in Bosnia 

 

Lesson 7: Reading Informational Text/ Argument Writing- Performance Task #2 

 Students will read, annotate, and take notes on three human-environment 
interaction articles on deforestation. 

 Students will complete an argument essay for deforestation.  (See Performance 
Task #2 for prompt) 

 The writing process should include a chance for peer editing, writing 
conferences, and self- evaluation.   
 

Lesson 8: Physical Geography of Africa 

Students will explore Africa’s countries and capitals, physical features and landforms. 

 Students will apply map skills by labeling all countries and capitals, and bodies of 
water on a blank map of Africa. Use-Regional Atlas 

 Students will read, annotate, and complete two column notes or another graphic 
organizer that identifies the different regions of Africa focusing on the physical 
features, climates and resources.  

 Unit 5 Regional Atlas: Africa- pg. 482-491 
 Chapter 20: North Africa- Physical Geography- 492-497 
 Chapter 21: West Africa- Physical Geography- pg. 514-519 
 Chapter 22: East Africa- Physical Geography- pg. 536-541 
 Chapter 23: Central Africa- Physical Geography- pg. 556-561 
 Chapter 24: Southern Africa- Physical Geography- pg. 578-583 

 Students will compare and contrast the differences among the many regions in 
Africa.  (See lesson below) 
 

Lesson 9: The Regions of Africa- History, Culture, and Today 

 Students will read, annotate, and extend their two column notes from lesson 8 to 
focus on present-day regions of Africa and their history and culture. 

 A jigsaw activity may be used- Each student should be assigned a region to read 
and take notes on and report out about their region.  A top-down web or graphic 
organizer should be used to take notes on each region. 

 In groups, students will compare and contrast the regions of Africa.  
o North Africa  

Chapter 20: History and Culture- pg. 498 

Chapter 20: North Africa Today- pg. 505 

o West Africa 
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Chapter 21: History and Culture- pg. 520 

Chapter 21: West Africa Today- pg. 526 

o East Africa 
Chapter 22: History and Culture- pg. 542 

Chapter 22: East Africa Today- pg. 546 

o Central Africa 
Chapter 23: History and Culture- pg. 564 

Chapter 23: Central Africa Today- pg. 568 

o Southern Africa 
Chapter 24: History and Culture- pg. 584 

Chapter 24: Southern Africa Today- pg. 590 

 

Lesson 10: Suggested Extension Activities Related to Africa 

 There are a multitude of supplemental online resources tied to the text. Topics 
Include:  

o Geography for Life: Southern Africa: Apartheid 
o Critical Thinking: Central Africa: The Ebola Virus and Medical Geography 
o Geography and History: Central Africa: Rivers in the Democratic Republic 

of Congo 
o Biography: East Africa: Florence Wambugu 
o Focus on Reading: West Africa: Understanding Comparison-Contrast 
o Biography: North Africa: Anwar al-Sadat 
o Geography for Life: North Africa: Desertification 

 

Lesson 11: Remembering Nelson Mandela 

 In this lesson plan, students will use text from Mandela’s autobiography “Long 
Walk to Freedom” to connect with Mandela’s life and words. 

 Link: http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons_plans/remembering-nelson-
mandela/ 
 

Lesson 12:  ELA Interdisciplinary Novel: A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park 

 Students will read the novel in ELA and Social Studies class.  ELA topics such as 
character differences in perspective will be addressed and note taking related to 
using textual evidence.  (See ELA Units of Study for tasks related to reading the 
novel) 

 EngageNY.com has a unit based on the novel: 
https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-7-ela-module-1-unit-1  

 Supplemental informational text articles related to novel will be read in social 
studies.  
Samples: 

o “Life and Death in Darfur: Sudan’s Refugee Crisis Continues,” Current 
Events, April 7, 2006, 2. Excerpted section: “Time Trip, Sudan’s Civil War”. 

o Karl Vick, “Sudanese Tribes Confront Modern War,” Washington Post 
Foreign Service, July 7, 1999, A1 (excerpts). 

o Stephen Buckley, “Loss of Culturally Vital Cattle Leaves Dinka Tribe Adrift in 
Refugee Camps,” Washington Post Foreign Service, August 24, 1997, A1 
(excerpts) 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons_plans/remembering-nelson-mandela/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons_plans/remembering-nelson-mandela/
https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-7-ela-module-1-unit-1
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 Performance Task #3: Identifying Perspective and Using Evidence from 
Informational Texts about the Dinka and Nuer Tribes:  

o Students will complete a graphic organizer in which they gather and make 
inferences from textual evidence about the differences in perspective of 
the Dinka and the Nuer in Sudan from informational text. This is a reading 
assessment: the purpose is for students to demonstrate their ability to cite 
textual evidence that articulates perspective in an informational text, 
specifically in regard to how history and culture affect social identity. 

o Students will then respond to a short constructed-response question, 
“What is one important way that place shapes the identity of the Dinka 
and/or Nuer tribes?” This is also a writing assessment: the purpose is for 
students to demonstrate their growing ability to use textual evidence to 
support analysis. 

 Possible turn and talk questions to consider:  
o Now that we’ve read some articles about the Dinka and Nuer tribes in 

Southern Sudan, what is one image that stays in your mind about how 
time, culture, or place has affected the people of Sudan?  

o What is another image that stays in your mind about how time, culture, or 
place has affected the people of Sudan?  

o If you could ask a member of the Dinka or Nuer tribe one question about 
his or her life, what would you ask? Why? 
 

· Lesson 13: Informational Text: Ecotourism 

 Students will read two informational text articles and answer two-part multiple 
choice questions and a compare and contrast essay.   

 The ecotourism article, multiple choice questions and writing prompt are located 
in the google docs shared folder.  An additional article can be found: 
http://www.silverphoenixllc.com/phoenixblog/3-reasons-why-you-should-protect-
wildlife/ 

Lesson 14: Wrap Up and Revisit Essential Questions 

 Optional: Have students complete Task #1: Application of the Five Themes 
again by assigning countries in Africa.   

 Optional: Revisit Bag Project or RAFT from Unit 1 by assigning countries from 
Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.silverphoenixllc.com/phoenixblog/3-reasons-why-you-should-protect-wildlife/
http://www.silverphoenixllc.com/phoenixblog/3-reasons-why-you-should-protect-wildlife/
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Unit or Topic: Unit 3 
Asia: 
Western Asia (The Middle East)  
Central and South Asia 
Southeast Asia and Oceania 
North and East Asia 
 
This unit covers the application of previous 
geography skills learned to the continent of Asia.  
Additionally, an introduction to civics, government, 
and economics will lay a foundation for the study of 
ancient civilization in grade 7.   

Course/Subject: Social Studies 
 
Grade Level: 6 
 
Time Frame: 8-10 weeks 
 

Established Goals:  
MA History Curriculum Framework:  
WESTERN ASIA (THE MIDDLE EAST)  
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Cyprus, Georgia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Oman, area governed by the Palestinian Authority, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, United 
Arab Emirates, Yemen  
 
WA.1 On a map of the world, locate Western Asia, or the Middle East. On a map of the Middle 
East, locate the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea, Caspian Sea, Red Sea, Indian Ocean, Arabian 
Peninsula, and the Persian Gulf. (G)  
 
WA.2 Use a map key to locate countries and major cities in the Middle East. (G, E)  
 
WA.3 Explain how the following five factors have influenced settlement and the economies of 
major Middle Eastern countries. (G, E)  
A. absolute and relative locations  
B. climate  
C. major physical characteristics  
D. major natural resources  
E. population size  
 
WA.4 Locate and describe the various ethnic and religious groups of the Middle East. (G, H, C, 
E) 
 
 WA.5 Identify when the countries in the Middle East became independent nations and explain 
how independence was achieved. (H, G)  
 
Optional Topics for Study  

❚ Describe the general level of education in selected countries in Western Asia and its 

relationship to the economy. (G, H, E)  

❚ Describe the political and social status of women in selected countries in Western Asia. (G, 

H, E)  

❚ Describe major ethnic and religious groups in various countries in Western Asia. (G, H, E)  

❚ Compare the form and structure of government for Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Iraq, Iran, 

and Israel. (C)  

❚ Identify the methods used to compensate for the scarcity of water in some areas. (E) 
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❚ Identify where the Kurds live and what their political aspirations are. (H)  

❚ Discuss the reasons for and the effects of the United Nations’ attempt in 1947 to partition the 

remainder of the Palestine Mandate, including the migration of tens of thousands of European 
Jews to Palestine; the flight of about 650,000 Arabs from Israel during its War of Independence 
in 1948; and the flight of more than 800,000 Jews in Arab countries to Israel after 1948. (H, G) 
 
CENTRAL AND SOUTH ASIA  
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, Pakistan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan  
 
CSA.1 On a map of the world, locate Central and South Asia. On a map of Central and South 
Asia, locate the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal, the Ganges River, the Indo-
Gangetic Plain, the Northern Mountains, the Deccan Plateau, the Himalayan Mountains, and the 
Steppes. (G)  
 
CSA.2 Use a map key to locate the countries and major cities in Central and South Asia. (G, E) 
 
 CSA.3 Explain how the following five factors have influenced settlement and the economies of 
major Central and South Asian countries. (G, E) 
A. absolute and relative locations  
B. climate  
C. major physical characteristics  
D. major natural resources  
E. population size  
 
CSA.4 Identify when India, Pakistan, Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and the Central 
Asian republics first became independent countries and explain how independence was 
achieved. Explain the relationship of the Central Asian republics to the former Soviet Union. (H, 
G)  
 
Optional Topics for Study  

❚ Explain the reasons for and the effects of the partition of the Indian subcontinent into India 

and Pakistan in 1947 and the exchange of more than 12 million Hindus and Moslems. (H, G, C)  

❚ Identify the historical factors that created a stable democratic government in India and the 

role of Mohandes Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Indira Gandhi in its development. ❚ Explain 

why the Indian government seeks to control population growth and the methods it uses to 
control population growth. (H, G)  

❚ Describe the political, cultural, and religious differences between the countries in South Asia 

and the Central Asian Republics.  

❚ Describe the general level of education in selected countries in Central and South Asia and 

its relationship to the economy. (G, H, E)  

❚ Describe the political and social status of women in selected countries in Central and South 

Asia. (G, H, E)  

❚ Describe major ethnic and religious groups in various countries in Central and South Asia. 

(G, H, E)  

❚ Locate the Khyber Pass in Afghanistan and explain its strategic importance as a gateway 

from the north into the Indian subcontinent. (H, G) 
 
SOUTHEAST ASIA AND OCEANIA  
Brunei, Cambodia, Guam (U.S.), Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, Northern 
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Mariana Islands (U.S.), Palau, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam  
 
SEAO.1 On a map of the world, locate Southeast Asia, the Indian Ocean, Australia, New 
Zealand, Antarctica, the major Pacific Islands, the Pacific Ocean, and the Coral Sea. On a map 
of Southeast Asia and Oceania, locate the Bay of Bengal, the South China Sea, the Great 
Victoria Desert, and the Great Barrier Reef. (G)  
 
SEAO.2 Use a map key to locate countries and major cities in the various regions of Southeast 
Asia, Australia, and the major Pacific Islands. (G, E)  
 
SEAO.3 Explain how the following five factors have influenced settlement and the economies of 
major countries of Southeast Asia and Oceania. (G, E)  
A. absolute and relative locations  
B. climate  
C. major physical characteristics  
D. major natural resources  
E. population size  
 
SEAO.4 Identify when countries in Southeast Asia and Oceania became independent countries 
and describe how independence was achieved. (G, H)  
 
Optional Topics for Study  

❚ Describe the general level of education in selected countries in Southeast Asia and Oceania 

and its relationship to the economy. (G, H, E) 

 ❚ Describe the political and social status of women in selected countries in Southeast Asia and 

Oceania. (G, H, E)  

❚ Describe major ethnic and religious groups in various countries in Southeast Asia and 

Oceania. (G, H, E)  

❚ Explain how levels of education and work traditions contributed to the post-World War II 

growth of East Asian and Southeast Asian economies (e.g., South Korea, Japan, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, and Singapore). (G, E)  

❚ Identify the refugees who left Southeast Asia over the past several decades, the countries 

they came from, and why they are refugees. (G, H)  

❚ Identify and describe the major social features of the indigenous peoples in Australia (the 

Aborigines) and New Zealand (the Maoris). (G, H) 

 ❚ Explain how Australia’s and New Zealand’s population size and location affect their capacity 

to engage in international trade. (G, E) 
 
 
NORTH AND EAST ASIA  
China, Japan, Mongolia, North Korea, Russia, South Korea  
 
NEA.1 On a map of the world, locate North and East Asia, the Pacific Ocean, and the Arctic 
Ocean. On a map of East Asia, locate the Sea of Japan, the Yellow Sea, the East China Sea, 
the Gobi Desert, the Himalayas, and the Huang He (Yellow) and Chang Jiang (Yantgtze) 
Rivers. On a map of North Asia, locate Siberia and the Yenisey, Lena, and Kolyma rivers. (G)  
 
NEA.2 Use a map key to locate the countries and major cities in the various regions of East 
Asia. (G, E)  
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NEA.3 Explain how the following five factors have influenced settlement and the economies of 
major East Asian countries. (G, E)  
A. absolute and relative locations  
B. climate  
C. major physical characteristics  
D. major natural resources  
E. population size  
 
NEA.4 Identify when Taiwan, North Korea, South Korea, and Mongolia became independent 
countries and describe how independence was achieved. (G, H)  
 
Optional Topics for Study  

❚ Describe the general level of education in selected countries in East Asia and its relationship 

to the economy. (G, H, E)  

❚ Describe the political and social status of women in selected countries in East Asia. (G, H, E)  

❚ Describe major ethnic and religious groups in various countries in East Asia. (G, H, E) ❚ 

Explain why China’s geographical boundaries served to limit its interactions with other regions 
and cultures for many centuries. (G, H)  

❚ Locate Tibet on a map and explain why its location may have influenced China’s decision to 

take over and colonize it. (G, H)  

❚ Explain how location has made the Korean peninsula both a battleground and a cultural 

bridge between China and Japan. (G, H)  

❚ Describe why the Chinese government seeks to control population growth and the methods it 

uses to control population growth. (G, H)  

❚ Describe and explain the status of Taiwan. (H, G)  

❚ Identify the number of time zones the Asiatic part of Russia spans; identify the routes used 

by Russian explorers, traders, and religious dissidents to cross into what is now Alaska. (H,G) 
 
CCSS Reading for Literacy in History/Social Studies:  

RH.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.  
RH.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions  
RH.3: Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., 

how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).  
RH.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
specific to domains related to history/social studies.  

RH.5: Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).  
RH.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).  
RH.7:Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts.  
RH.8:Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.  
RH.9: Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.  
 

CCSS Writing in History/Social Studies:  
WHST.1: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.  

k. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.  

l. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 
understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.  
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m. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  

n. Establish and maintain a formal style.  
o. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.  

WHST.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 
scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.  

m. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information 
into broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

n. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples.  

o. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas 
and concepts.  

p. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
q. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone.  
r. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented.  

WHST.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
WHST.5:With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose 
and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 
relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently.  
WHST.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple 
avenues of exploration.  
WHST.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  
WHST.9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
WHST.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
*Note: Students’ narrative skills continue to grow in these grades. The standards require that students be able to 

incorporate narrative elements effectively into arguments and informative/explanatory texts. In history/social studies, 
students must be able to incorporate narrative accounts into their analyses of individuals or events of historical 

import. –Pg. 78 Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for English Language Arts and Literacy, March 
2011 
 
 

 
Resources: 
Holt McDougal, World Geography  
 
Unit 4 Regional Atlas: Southwest and Central Asia pg. 402-409 
Chapter 17, Section 1: The Eastern Mediterranean- Physical Geography:  pgs. 410-415 
Chapter 17- The Eastern Mediterranean: Countries/History/Culture 

 Turkey: pg. 416 

 Israel:  pg. 420 

 Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan 
Chapter 17, Literature – “The Red Brocade”: p 430 
Chapter 18- Physical Geography: The Arabian Peninsula- pgs. 434-439 
Chapter 18- The Arabian Peninsula: Countries/History/Culture 

 The Arabian Peninsula: pg. 440 

 Case Study: Oil in Saudi Arabia- pg. 444 
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 Iraq: pg. 446 

 Iran: pg. 450 

 Analyzing Tables and Statistics- pg. 454 
Chapter 19- Central Asia: Physical Geography: pgs. 458-463 
Chapter 19- Central Asia 

 History and Culture- pg. 464 

 Today- 469 
Unit 6 Regional Atlas: South and East Asia and the Pacific pgs. 601-613 
Chapter 25: The Indian Subcontinent- Physical Geography: pgs. 614-619 
Chapter 25: The Indian Subcontinent 

 History and Culture of India- pg. 620 

 India Today- pg. 626 

 India’s Neighbors- pg. 630 

 India Population Map- pg.628 
Chapter 26: China, Mongolia, and Taiwan- Physical Geography- pg. 638-643 
Chapter 26: China, Mongolia, and Taiwan 

 History and Culture of China- pg. 644 

 China Today- pg. 651 

 Mongolia and Taiwan- pg 656 

 Analyzing Points of View- pg. 660 
Multimedia Connections: China and the Great Wall- pg. 663 
Chapter 27: Japan and the Koreas- Physical Geography- pg. 664-669 
Chapter 27: Japan and the Koreas 

 History and Culture- pg. 671 

 Japan Today- pg. 676 

 The Koreas Today- pg. 682 

 Multimedia Connections: Japan and the Samurai Warrior- pg. 689 
Chapter 28: Southeast Asia- Physical Geography- pg.690-695 
Chapter 28: Southeast Asia 

 History and Culture- pg. 698 

 Mainland Southeast Asia Today- pg. 703 

 Island Southeast Asia Today- pg. 708 
Chapter 29: The Pacific World- Physical Geography- pg. 716-717 

 Australia and New Zealand- pg. 718 

 The Pacific Island- pg. 727 
 

Online Resources:  
hmhsocialstudies.com - online resource connected to text- contains an abundance of 
useful supplemental materials- see Lesson Sequence for suggestions 
 

Link to resources listed in lesson sequence: 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8amFDr6vptQcU5lN2ZnTFFmNWs 
 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/index.html 
 

http://raftassignments.wikispaces.com/ 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8amFDr6vptQcU5lN2ZnTFFmNWs
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/index.html
http://raftassignments.wikispaces.com/


40 
 

https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/ 
 

http://www.adl.org/assets/pdf/education-outreach/who-is-malala-yousafzai.pdf 
 
 
Primary Sources:  
Gandhi’s “Quit India” Speech- from textbook resources   
 

Students will understand… 
 
U1. Geography skills provide the tools that 
help us understand physical features and 
demographics. 
 
U2. Religion influences the culture, 
government, and daily life of many Asian 
countries. 
 
U3. The abundance of valuable resources in 
Asia, (like oil) result in foreign influence on 
societies and cultures. 
 
U4. There are unique physical features and a 
variety of climates that make up the many 
regions of Asia. 
 
U5. Civil unrest, religious conflicts, and 
unstable governments plague some Asian 
countries. 
 
 
Reading and Writing: 

 A text’s features, structure, and 
characteristics facilitate the reader’s 
ability to make meaning of the text.  

 Good readers compare, infer, 
synthesize, and make connections to 
make text relevant and useful.  

 Good writers develop and refine their 
ideas for thinking, learning, and 
communicating  

 A writer selects a form based on 
audience and purpose.  

 Oral discussion helps to build 
connections to others and create 
opportunities for learning.  

Essential Questions to Guide Learning & 
Inquiry 

How does geography help us understand our 
world? 
  
How does religion help shape the development 
of nations? 
 
How does foreign invasion and influence affect 
societies and cultures? 
 
How does where you live affect how you live?  
 
How does geography affect growth and 
development of societies/communities?  

 

How do the climate, location, population, major 
physical features and natural resources 
influence settlement, demographics, and the 
economy in Asian countries? 
 
What story does the data tell us? 

Students will know… 
 

 How to apply map skills to the countries of 

Students will be able to … 

 
Content: 

https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/
http://www.adl.org/assets/pdf/education-outreach/who-is-malala-yousafzai.pdf
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Asia 
 

 How to analyze a chart or graph and pull 
out key information 

 
 

 Key content-specific vocabulary related to 
Europe and Africa 
 

 How to determine a central theme or idea 
from piece of informational text 

 

 
 
 

Students will apply the five themes of 
geography to the countries of Asia 
 
Students will read and analyze various charts 
and graphs. 
 
Students will locate major countries, capitals 
and land features on the map of Asia 
 
Students will demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of Asia’s religious, cultural and 
physical features. 

 
Literacy:  
Read closely first with support and then 
independently for a specific purpose related to 
the task.   
 
Cite explicit and inferential textual evidence to 
support conclusions in discussion and in 
writing. 
 
Determine the main idea of a text, and identify 
aspects of the text that reveal the author’s point 
of view or purpose.   
 
Analyze and interpret various types of maps, 
charts, and graphs. 
 
Explain and apply content-specific vocabulary. 
 
Assess the credibility and accuracy of sources. 
 
Use technology as a tool to research, organize, 
evaluate, and communicate information. 
 
Take notes and write, using quotes and 
paraphrasing, avoiding plagiarism and 
providing bibliographic information.   
 
Raise, consider, discuss, read and write about 
key questions regarding world geography and 
globalization. 
 
Make judgments and decisions based on 
historical situations. 
 
Speak coherently and effectively present 
information to a large group 
 
Synthesize knowledge of Asian geography and 
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demographics to reflect on learning by creating 
a finished product that is representative of 
personalization of information 
 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks 
(Describe Assessment Task(s) and CFAs) 
 

Task 1: Research and create a news-report 
about a current conflict occurring in the Middle 
East. See Lesson 6 and Text online resources: 
The Eastern Mediterranean Civics and 
Government: Create a News Report on the 
Palestinian-Israeli Conflict for a guide.  Students 
may research any current event topic or use the 
provide Palestinian- Israeli conflict as a topic for 
their news report.   
Task 2: Performance Task #2- Informational Text- 
Research, written reflection, and cause and effect 
essay. See Lesson 11 and Text online resources: 
Japan and the Koreas: Teacher’s Interdisciplinary 
Project- Read and Write about Hiroshima 

 Students will read about the atomic bombing 
of Hiroshima, discuss its consequences from 
different points of view, and write a report. 

Task 3: World Religion Poster Project- Students 
will research and complete a poster on a world 
religion.  See project procedure, rubric, and outline 
(appendix a) in the shared Google docs folder.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8amFD
r6vptQcU5lN2ZnTFFmNWs 
 

 
 

Other Assessment Evidence 
(Describe formative/on-going 
assessments) 

 On-going interactive notebook: (See 
attached template) Entries will include 
sections for each continent 
documenting countries, cities, bodies 
of water, landforms, key vocabulary, 
physical and political maps, and 
graphic organizers to note-take 
information. 

 Students’ contributions and 
demonstration of understanding 
during discussions. 

 Two-Column notes/T-chart used for 
note taking, primary source analysis, 
pre-writing activities. 

 Written responses to text-dependent 
questions. 

 Optional quizzes for vocabulary or 
comprehension.  

 Independent analysis of maps, 
charts, and graphs. 

Key Criteria for Performance Assessment 
 

 Written answers should include evidence from 
the text to support student answers.   

 District and state writing rubrics should be used 
to assess the learning.  (Ex: PARCC writing 
rubric for CFAs) 
 

  

Key Criteria for Other Assessments 
(Describe criteria for other 
assessments) 

 Logical and comprehensible idea 
development 

 Textual evidence from the text used 
appropriately and accurately  

 Use of standard English conventions 
in writing and speaking 

 Proficient use of content-specific 
vocabulary and map skills 
 

Possible Accommodations – Performance task 
 

Possible Accommodations – other 
assessments 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8amFDr6vptQcU5lN2ZnTFFmNWs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8amFDr6vptQcU5lN2ZnTFFmNWs
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Scaffold learning tasks for struggling students by 
dividing parts of the assessment into smaller work 
tasks.  
 
Provide graphic organizers to assist with writing 
tasks and student checklists to self-monitor. 

Provide audio and visual access to 
support text comprehension for 
struggling learners. 
 
Provide an outline or summary of the 
text. 
 
Differentiate close reading by reducing 
the number of paragraphs and practicing 
ongoing assessment of student progress 
to inform decisions about the students 
that need additional support.  
 
Apply RETELL strategies for ELL 
students 
 
Provide direct instruction of vocabulary: 

 Provide a description, 
explanation, or example of the 
new term. 

 Ask students to restate the 
description, explanation, or 
example in their own words. 

 Ask students to construct a 
picture, pictograph, or symbolic 
representation of the term. 

 Engage students periodically in 
activities that help them add to 
their knowledge of the terms 
through students discourse and 
written work. 

 Periodically ask students to 
discuss the terms with one 
another. 

Learning Plan 
 

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction          
 
In general: 

 Close reading (supported and then independent) with text-dependent questions to use with 
individuals and groups 

 Discussion in various modes (turn and talk, small group, think/pair/share, whole group, 
jigsaw) 

 Text-Dependent Questions  

 Direct Instruction in analysis of primary and secondary sources 

 Direct instruction in key vocabulary 

 Direct instruction in writing 
 

** Lessons are organized into topics and some lessons are meant to extend over the 
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course of several days. 

 

Lesson 1: Exploration of Essential Questions (The unit should be “bookended” by an 
essential question exploration session, meaning that you begin exploring the essential 
questions and end the unit by looking at them again and reexamine them as a class and in 
collaborative groups.  Throughout the unit, teachers should refer back to essential questions 
and encourage students to consider them throughout the unit.) 

 Students can examine questions through collaborative groups, think-pair-share activities, 
journal writing or other such collaborative activities that help students engage in 
academic discourse.   

 
Lesson 2: Physical Geography of Southwest and Central Asia 
Students will explore Southwest and Central Asia’s countries and capitals, physical features and 
landforms. 

 Students will apply map skills by labeling all countries and capitals, and bodies of water 
on a blank map. Use-Regional Atlas 

 Students will read, annotate, and complete two column notes or another graphic 
organizer that identifies the different regions of Southwest and Central Asia focusing on 
the physical features, climates and resources.  

 Unit 4 Regional Atlas: Southwest and Central Asia pg. 402-409 
 Chapter 17, Section 1: The Eastern Mediterranean- Physical Geography:  pgs. 410-415 
 Chapter 18- Physical Geography: The Arabian Peninsula- pgs. 434-439 
 Chapter 19- Central Asia: Physical Geography: pgs. 458-463 

 
Lesson 3: The Regions of Southwest and Central Asia- History, Culture, and Today 

 Students will read, annotate, and extend their two column notes from lesson 2 to focus 
on present-day regions of Southwest and Central Asia and their history and culture. 

 A jigsaw activity may be used- Each student should be assigned a country to read and 
take notes on and report out about their country to the group.  A top-down web or 
graphic organizer should be used to take notes on each country. 

Chapter 17- The Eastern Mediterranean: Countries/History/Culture 

 Turkey: pg. 416 

 Israel:  pg. 420 

 Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan 
Chapter 18- The Arabian Peninsula: Countries/History/Culture 

 The Arabian Peninsula: pg. 440 

 Case Study: Oil in Saudi Arabia- pg. 444 

 Iraq: pg. 446 

 Iran: pg. 450 

 Analyzing Tables and Statistics- pg. 454 
Chapter 19- Central Asia 

 History and Culture- pg. 464 

 Today- 469 
 

Lesson 4: Suggested Extension Activities Related to Southwest and Central Asia 
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 There are a multitude of supplemental online resources tied to the text.  See 
hmhsocialstudies.com 

  Topics Include:  
o The Eastern Mediterranean: Geography for Life- What Future for Jerusalem? 
o The Arabian Peninsula Iraq, and Iran- Primary Source- Law of Administration for 

the State of Iraq for the Transitional Period, Preamble 
o The Arabian Peninsula Iraq, and Iran-Geography and History- The Iraq-Iran War 

(1980-1988) 
o The Arabian Peninsula, Iraq, and Iran- Geography for Life- The Hajj 
o Central Asia- Geography and History- Afghan Refugees 
o Central Asia- Critical Thinking- The Death of a Sea 

 
Lesson 5: WHO IS MALALA YOUSAFZAI? 

 Students will learn about Malala Yousafzai and why she won the Nobel Peace Prize. 

 Students will explore quotes by Malala Yousafzai for their meaning and connection to 
their own lives. 

 Students will reflect on areas of injustice in the world and begin to construct an activism 
project to address those issues. 

 See link for lesson plan: http://www.adl.org/assets/pdf/education-outreach/who-is-
malala-yousafzai.pdf 
 

Lesson 6: Performance Task #1- Create a News-Report on a current conflict in the Middle 
East- See Text online resources: The Eastern Mediterranean Civics and Government: Create 
a News Report on the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict for a guide.   

 Students may research any current event topic or use the provide Palestinian- Israeli 
conflict as a topic for their news report.   

 Students will work in groups to create in-depth news reports (in the form of a special 
section of a newspaper) 

 Encourage students to ask questions beginning with Why, Who, What, Where, When, 
How, and What if ? Examples: When did the conflict start? Who are some key players in 
the conflict? What is the current state of peace talks? How does the conflict affect 
people’s daily lives?  

 Explain to students that they will be researching the conflict in-depth and producing a 
news report about it. To do so, they will need to analyze news media and other 
documents. Distribute copies of Handout 1: Analyzing News Media. Discuss fact, 
opinion, bias, and objectivity. Explain that bias can occur through the stories that the 
media chooses to present or through the language or images chosen. Provide a variety 
of recent newspapers and news magazines. Have each student select a story to 
analyze. (As an alternative, you might select and copy articles ahead of time for the 
whole class or for small groups.) Each student should identify any opinions in the article 
and assess the objectivity of the article.  

 Organize students into groups. Distribute copies of Handout 3: Task Sheet: Planning 
Your News Report. Allow time for students to research the topic and to write, edit, and 
produce their news reports. If possible, students should lay out the news report, 
including graphic aids, on a computer. If not, students can print stories and paste them, 
along with graphic aids, onto large paper or poster board.  

 EXTEND Have students produce a news brief on the conflict for television or radio. Have 
students listen to several news or radio stories on any subject. Have them note the 
average time of radio or television news stories as well as aspects such as tone and 
content. Have students create their audio news story with these criteria in mind. 
Students can present their news stories in front of the class. Ask students to analyze 

http://www.adl.org/assets/pdf/education-outreach/who-is-malala-yousafzai.pdf
http://www.adl.org/assets/pdf/education-outreach/who-is-malala-yousafzai.pdf


46 
 

how the news story compares to those they see on television or hear on the radio. As a 
class, compare the coverage of news in different types of media. 

 

Lesson 7: Physical Geography of South and East Asia and the Pacific 
Students will explore South and East Asia’s countries and capitals, physical features and 
landforms. 

 Students will apply map skills by labeling all countries and capitals, and bodies of water 
on a blank map. Use-Regional Atlas 

 Students will read, annotate, and complete two column notes or another graphic 
organizer that identifies the different regions of South and East Asia focusing on the 
physical features, climates and resources.  

 Unit 6 Regional Atlas: South and East Asia and the Pacific pgs. 601-613 
 Chapter 25: The Indian Subcontinent- Physical Geography: pgs. 614-619 
 Chapter 26: China, Mongolia, and Taiwan- Physical Geography- pg. 638-643 
 Chapter 27: Japan and the Koreas- Physical Geography- pg. 664-669 
 Chapter 28: Southeast Asia- Physical Geography- pg.690-695 
 Chapter 29: The Pacific World- Physical Geography- pg. 716-717 

 
Lesson 8: The Regions of South and East Asia and the Pacific- History, Culture, and Today 

 Students will read, annotate, and extend their two column notes from lesson 2 to focus 
on present-day regions of Southwest and Central Asia and their history and culture. 

 A jigsaw activity may be used- Each student should be assigned a country to read and 
take notes on and report out about their country to the group.  A top-down web or 
graphic organizer should be used to take notes on each country. 
Chapter 25: The Indian Subcontinent 

 History and Culture of India- pg. 620 

 India Today- pg. 626 

 India’s Neighbors- pg. 630 

 India Population Map- pg.628 
Chapter 26: China, Mongolia, and Taiwan 

 History and Culture of China- pg. 644 

 China Today- pg. 651 

 Mongolia and Taiwan- pg 656 

 Analyzing Points of View- pg. 660 
Chapter 27: Japan and the Koreas 

 History and Culture- pg. 671 

 Japan Today- pg. 676 

 The Koreas Today- pg. 682 
Chapter 28: Southeast Asia 

 History and Culture- pg. 698 

 Mainland Southeast Asia Today- pg. 703 

 Island Southeast Asia Today- pg. 708 
Chapter 29: The Pacific World 

 Australia and New Zealand- pg. 718 

 The Pacific Island- pg. 727 
 

Lesson 9: Suggested Extension Activities Related to South and East Asia 

 There are a multitude of supplemental online resources tied to the text.  See 
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hmhsocialstudies.com 

  Topics Include:  
o The Indian Subcontinent: Biography- Mother Teresa 
o The Indian Subcontinent: Primary Source- Gandhi’s “Quit India” Speech 
o The Indian Subcontinent: Geography and History- Decolonization and Division 
o The Indian Subcontinent: Critical Thinking: Monsoon 
o China, Mongolia, and Taiwan: Biography- Genghis Khan 
o China, Mongolia, and Taiwan: Primary Source- The Lun Yü by Confucius 
o China, Mongolia, and Taiwan: Critical Thinking- Economic Change in China 
o China, Mongolia, and Taiwan: Teacher’s Interdisciplinary Project- Trade in 

Taiwan: Prepare and Deliver a News Report 
o Japan and the Koreas: Critical Thinking- Economic Development in North Korea 

and South Korea 
o Japan and the Koreas: Geography and History- The Demilitarized Zone 

 
Lesson 10: Multimedia Connections- Online access from textbook to teacher tools. 
Teacher Choice: Choose one of both topics  

Multimedia Connections: China and the Great Wall- pg. 663 
Multimedia Connections: Japan and the Samurai Warrior- pg. 689 

 Each Lesson contains the following:  
o Short video segments 
o Maps and visual materials 
o Discussion and review questions 
o Printable primary source documents 
o Classroom activities and Internet-based activity links 

 
Lesson 11: Performance Task #2- Informational Text- Research, written reflection, and cause 
and effect essay. 

 Students will read about the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, discuss its consequences 
from different points of view, and write a report. 

 http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/vj-day.html Witness to History: Hiroshima by Nick Harris 
(Heineman, 2005) 

 Read about what happened in Hiroshima from a variety of perspectives. 

 Discuss what it must have been like in Hiroshima during and after the bombing. 

 Write about your personal reaction to the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. 

 Write a report about the causes and effects of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. 
 

Lesson 12: Performance Task #3: World Religion Poster Project 

 Students will research and complete a poster on a world religion.  See project 
procedure, rubric, and outline (appendix a) in the shared Google docs folder.  
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8amFDr6vptQcU5lN2ZnTFFmNWs 
 

Lesson 13: 

 Revisit Essential Questions to connect task performance to overall goals for unit.   

 Optional: Revisit Bag Project or RAFT from Unit 1  or Five Themes Essay from Unit 2by 
assigning countries from Asia. 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8amFDr6vptQcU5lN2ZnTFFmNWs

